July 2010
Greetings!
This newsletter is long overdue! For those of yoithwnternet
access, please follow our storiesweww.marybetho.blogspot.com
There you'll find detailed stories of life in Nigar

The first half of 2010 was filled with violence amohcertainty in
our state. We had numerous riots and mass killthgs occurred
mainly in January and March. We also had to dedh vsiome
specific threats against the ministry. It was aséetime. We've
pretty much reached a ‘new normal’ at this time. e always
cautious and wary, but we press on with life andigtiy.

Self-Sustainability Sewing Program

Due to all the unrest we weren’t able to begin tmgsion on our
new training center in January as we had plannetjrbJune we
were able to make some major headway with the ngigin. We
hope to be able to move into the new shop areauoftraining
center by September.
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Also, for more than a year, we have been lookingafehop on a
major thoroughfare in Jos for the Women of Hope.agimngly, we

found a great place in May. We are still doing sagemovations on
the shop, and hope to be able to open on July 2@nwou rent a
piece of property here, all renovations are th@aesibility of the

renter. For example, we are fixing the floor tiainting the walls
and ceiling, and installing our own electrical wi

We are very excited about this opportunity to expaor market to
the greater Nigerian community. Our other shop tiedaat Bezer
Home is still a great location for people who knathere to find us.
With both of these shops operating, we hope toldte t@ keep our
HIV+ women as busy as they want to be. In the dastnonths we
have not been able to give them as many jobs gswbald like to
have. These women are happiest when they are vgprkird
earning money to care for themselves and theirlifasni

In May we gave away 15 sewing machines which wéfte from
U.S. friends. As always, it was a time of great. jdye sewing
machines enable them to do more of their sewinm frmme, and
take one more step towards self-sustainability.

These women are celebrating as they carry the baesdhines on
their heads.

Najan

Recently a precious young girl was brought to Bddeme. Her
parents and twin sister died of AIDS a few yearskbaNajan
survived because of the kindness of a village womha allowed
her to sleep in her home and also by some youtherewho made
sure that Najan was fed every day. As the youthkemsr would
change from year to year, they would hand overaesipility for

Najan to the next workers. Eventually they heardualiMashiah
Foundation. The youth workers and the village eldbrought
Najan to MF, and asked us to take responsibilityhfer. Gladly!

Najan, 11, and Lily, 4

Najan is enrolled in our small school and is makjjogpd progress.
In her first month, | rarely saw a smile from hieat now | see daily
smiles. She is small in stature, and her body isedgbloated—
probably from symptoms of HIV. She was on ARV drugsout

three years ago, but that fell by the wayside aschee was not
consistent. We have now been able to enroll heth&n ARV

program at a local hospital where she is receitiiregdrugs for free.
These drugs come from the U.S. PEPFAR Program.



Medical Clinic

We have continued to make progress on buildingnie clinic.
Recently the metal window coverings and doors Haeen put in
place. Currently it is our plan to try to finishewmwing of the clinic
so the medical staff can start working from th&ke hope this will
be possible by December.

Orphan Wedding

About 10 years ago, seven children ranging in agenfl7 to 2,
trooped into Bayo's office. The eldest announcéaur father told
us that after he died, we should come and meet yod,you will
tell us what to do.” Bayo's jaw dropped. What arcrédible
responsibility. But this is what we’re here to do,he accepted that
challenge. (Their mother died just before theihéat) The children
have lived on their own in their town about 1¥2 lrooautside of Jos.
Mashiah Foundation has provided all their feedstool fees, and
basic living expenses for the past 10 years. Faukthe last 5
years, one church in the U.S. has ‘adopted’ thisilfaand provided
for many of their needs.

The eldest sister got married on July 3, 2010. Whaiyous day
that was! These children have not only survived, they have
thrived with the care from MF and also their ownggeerance to
stay together as a family. (By the way, that's ofieghe wedding
gowns | collected last summer.)

Farming
Many Nigerians do a little farming every year tmyide food for

their families. Farms are often quite small becalkef the work is

done by hand. This year, we have become farmevgebsOne of

the ministry drivers has a real passion for farmsngve asked him
to help us plant corn and beans for Bezer Home.

The crops are coming along well right now, and theill be
harvested in October and November. We're hoping whil reduce
some of our feeding costs.

Adoption: Mission Completed

Here’'s our big newsLILY OFFICIALLY BECAME OUR
DAUGHTER ON FEBRUARY 4, 2010!" It was so amazing that
after all these years of waiting and wonderindpai$ finally come to
pass.

Our lawyer called us late in the day on Februaan@ told us to be
in court at 9 a.m. on February 4. The timing wasqu as we were
on our way to Abuja (the capital city) later thaydto pick up my
parents who were coming for a one-month visit. Asytcame
through the airport doors, Tobi blurted out our goews!

Finally the years of uncertainty have been pukesi.rWe still have
to process paperwork for Lily on the U.S. side, &iueast now she
has a Nigerian passport and can get a U.S. visenWie travel to
the U.S. in 2011, Lily will be with us.

Sustainability
We are very grateful for the support of so manypbedor this

ministry. Many Nigerians are being helped and ngogihope to go
on with their lives through the programs I've mentd.

One important principle in this ministry is that Wwg to make each
department sustainable, meaning that each departgererates
enough funds to pay their staff and to run theiogpams. The
sewing program has been sustainable for more thg@aB now.
The Youth Ministry is also sustainable. We arel stibrking on
innovative ways to make the other departments isuadite as well.

Meanwhile, we are very thankful for gifts that allaus to help
people affected by HIV/AIDS.

Thank you!

Thank you for your part in sponsoring our family B&CA
missionaries in Nigeria. Without your support, warild not do the
work we are doing on the field. We have been usdported for a
number of years. Thank you for whatever you canodoffset this
need through the ELCA.

With love,
Bayo and Mary Beth Oyebade, Tobi, David and Lily



